
Subject: Support Oklahoma Families Through TEFAP and SNAP 

Dear Senator James Lankford, 

I am writing as a constituent and fellow Oklahoman to ask for your leadership in strengthening federal 
nutrition programs in the next Farm Bill. By supporting key investments in The Emergency Food 
Assistance Program (TEFAP) and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), you can help 
ensure that families across our state have access to the food they need during difficult times. 

Oklahoma is a state built on faith, hard work, and neighbors helping neighbors. Yet many families, 
seniors, veterans, children, and working adults are struggling to keep up with the rising cost of groceries. 
Even families doing everything right can find themselves facing impossible choices between paying for 
food, housing, medicine, or utilities. 

Programs like TEFAP and SNAP provide a critical lifeline during these challenges. TEFAP connects 
nutritious food from American farmers and producers to local food banks and families in need. SNAP 
helps households purchase groceries while supporting local retailers, farmers, and economies throughout 
our communities. Together, these programs strengthen families, reduce hunger, and create a more 
resilient Oklahoma. 

Food banks and charitable organizations work tirelessly to serve our neighbors, but they cannot meet the 
growing need alone. Federal nutrition programs are essential partners in the fight against hunger. In fact, 
for every meal a food bank provides, SNAP helps provide approximately nine more. These programs 
represent one of the most effective investments we can make in the health, stability, and future of our 
communities. 

As your constituent, I respectfully ask that you support the following provisions in the next Farm Bill: 

• Increase funding for TEFAP food purchases by $500 million annually, adjusted for inflation, so food 
banks can continue meeting the growing demand for assistance. 

• Delay the SNAP cost shift for all states, giving states the time necessary to stabilize operations, improve 
payment accuracy, avoid tax increases or severe budget cuts, and protect food assistance for eligible 
families. 

These actions are not simply budget decisions; they are investments in Oklahoma families, children, 
veterans, seniors, and working people who are striving to build better lives. When people have reliable 
access to nutritious food, children learn better, seniors remain healthier, workers are more productive, and 
communities grow stronger. 

I hope you will continue Oklahoma's tradition of compassion, responsibility, and service by supporting 
these important provisions. Together, we can ensure that no Oklahoman has to wonder where their next 
meal will come from and that every family has the opportunity to thrive. 

Thank you for your service to our state and for considering this request. 

Sincerely, 

 


